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Summer Newsletter 2019
A note from the chair
Welcome to the summer newsletter.
It has been a busy year for all the hardworking committee members of our
association and I thank them for their work so far, and for the events to come
this year.
On March 10th we had the finals of the Courtney Kenny Award, held once
again at Tonbridge School in Kent. We had a good number of entrants which
kept Julia Dewhurst and me busy at the prelims, held at Tagg’s Yard. We thank
Michael and Judith Hildesley very much for letting us use their wonderful
studio for the prelims of this and the Junior competition.
The finals were keenly fought, and the winner was Annabel Kennedy
accompanied by Ana Manastireanu, who won the accompanist’s prize. Both
study at the RCM. We were delighted to welcome Courtney Kenny and his
son, and we thank Courtney very much for his generosity in sponsoring this
award. The judges were Carolyn Richardson, Richard Suart and Gavin Roberts,
one of our two new committee members. They were impressed by the standard
of the performances and the variety of songs and imagination used in devising
the programmes. The co-ordinator of this competition was Stephen Miles and I
thank him very much for all his work in making the competition run so
smoothly.
On April 14th we had the annual AGM and dinner at The Royal Over-Seas
League. The AGM was well attended and we officially welcomed Brian
Parsons and Gavin Roberts onto our committee. The dinner was also well
attended and Dame Patricia Routledge was again able to be with us and it was
wonderful to see her. Gavin Roberts and Rosamund Shelley gave a very
entertaining and moving half hour of songs and prose around the subject of
war. The guest of honour was Michael Chance who gave a light hearted talk
1

about all the sounds in between sung words which we might not be aware of.
Composers set a lot of Ahs Ers and Oos! The food was very good this year and
members agreed it was one of the best dinners so far. I would like next year’s
dinner to be even better.
The Timothy West & Prunella Scales actors prize was held on April 26th,
prelims and 27th finals at the Royal Central School of Speech & Drama in their
New Studio. This was an excellent space for both rounds and all agreed that the
standard was very high this year. The judges, Timothy West, Martin Parr and
Jonathan Courage had a hard time picking the winners from the eleven
finalists. The winner was Thomas Josling from the Royal Welsh College of
Music & Drama. We are most grateful to Timothy West & Prunella Scales and
to John & Julia Dewhurst for their continued support of this competition. As
word spreads it is becoming a popular event with students entering from many
parts of the UK.
Stephen Varcoe co-ordinates this competition and we are very grateful to him
for all his hard work.
It seems it is harder than ever to book a music college for the Patricia
Routledge Senior competition in June as they are so busy with their own
events. We are very grateful to Gavin Roberts for coming to our rescue and
offering St. Marylebone Parish Church, opposite the Royal Academy of Music.
Both the preliminary round and the finals were held here, which many
competitors thought was a real advantage, as the finalists already felt at home
and knew what to expect from the acoustics. Again we had a good number of
entrants and the five finalists were of a very high standard. The programmes
chosen were very varied and reflected a wide variety of composers and styles.
The judges were Brian Parsons, pianist Stephen Gutman, Barbara O Neill, (a
former winner) Julia Dewhurst and Sally Burgess. The judges in the prelims
were Jane Roberson and Patricia Williams. We thank all the judges for their
dedication. All entrants received written comments after both rounds. Dame
Patricia was in attendance and in her speech after the presentation emphasised
to them all how they must adjust their performances to the acoustics they find
themselves in.
The unanimous winner was Milly Forest who has just finished at The Royal
College of Music.
The pianist’s prize went to Cameron Richardson -Eames.
Milly wrote this about her experience –
Singing in the Patricia Routledge competition was pure joy for me. I truly
enjoyed every minute of music making with my wonderful accompanist George
Ireland. It was also a celebration as I have just completed by studies at Music
College and I tried to pour all of what I had learnt into my performance in the
semi-final and final round. It was freeing to be able to show so much of my
character in my introductions and I chose poems that spoke to me in some way.
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It was so lovely to be in a competitive environment that encouraged such
freedom and creativity. What I realised after being awarded first prize is that
you don’t have to make a perfect sound all the time in order to win. In fact, it
seems to be honesty and a true love of the English language that the AESS
celebrates. Thank you for such a wonderfully uplifting competition experience.
This year we held a Masterclass the day after this competition for students who
had entered. The International Mezzo and AESS member Sally Burgess gave a
wonderful and enlightening master class to four students at Marylebone Parish
Church. The students were mezzo Siân Dicker, baritone Laurence Williams,
our two joint 2nd prize winners, and finalist Hayley Swanton and Renee
Fajardo, who won the Courtney Kenny prize in 2017. This, and all the
competition finals, are open to AESS members and their pupils to attend.
Huge thanks to Stephen Miles for co-ordinating this popular competition. It
runs seamlessly due to all his hard work.
After the summer break we look forward to another Unsung Heroes day for
AESS members on Sunday October13th at James Allen’s Girls’ School in
Dulwich SE London. The ‘heroes’ are Arnold Bax, E.J. Moeran and Robin
Milford. If you would like to take part either as a singer or speaker please let
Patricia Williams know.
We would love a large audience on the day too so do come if you possibly can.
Another opportunity for AESS members and their friends and pupils to enjoy is
the Prize Winners Concert on Thursday, November 21st 7pm at Hinde Street
Methodist Church, London W1. AESS members are able buy tickets at the
concessionary rates and can hear many of the prize winners from all our
competitions. This is the third year we have offered this as part of the prizes.
Please put this in your diary.
The composers’ prize is underway and we hope to hear the winning song at the
Prize Winners concert, as we did last year.
Sunday November 17th is the finals of our 2019 Junior Competition, with the
prelims on Sunday November 3rd. Do enter any promising pupils.
Do continue to tell Stephen Miles of the concerts and events you would like
advertised via the mailshots. It is so interesting to see what our members are
doing and to support each other. Let’s keep supporting and encouraging
English Song and Prose through the centuries.
I thank you all for your continued support of the Association, and look forward
to seeing many of you at our forthcoming events.
Sarah Leonard - Chairman
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AESS Courtney Kenny Award 2019
The final of the Courtney Kenny Award 2019 took place at Tonbridge School
on Sunday, March 10th.
AESS Chair, Sarah Leonard welcomed the audience and Courtney Kenny was in
attendance. He emphasied the need for clear communication with the imaginative use
of text through exemplorary diction in both the sung and spoken word.

Five singers and pianists performed themed recitals of their own devising.

The jugdes awarded the prizes in the following order:
1st Prize of £1,000 – Annabel Kennedy, RCM
2nd Prize of £500 – Myrna Tennant, RCS
3rd Prize of £500 – Benjamin Reason, GPianist’s Prize of £500 – Ana Manastireanu
RCM

The judges, Carolyn Richards, Gavin Roberts and Richard Suart, were impressed by
the standard of the performances and the imagination used in devising the
programmes. Written feedback will be sent to all the singers of the preliminary round
and the final to help them develop their skills and artistry.
The AESS wishes to thank the judges for both the final and the preliminary rounds,
the Headteacher, Marie Wallace and the staff of Tonbridge School, and Michael and
Judith Hildesley who loaned the use of their studio facilities at Tagg’s Yard.
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The AESS is extremely grateful to Courtney Kenny for his generosity in sponsoring
this award.
Preliminary round judges: Julia Dewhurst and Sarah Leonard

The Co-ordinator is Stephen Miles: miles.s.j@btinternet.com
The programmes:

Myrna Tennant– Soprano
Childhood
I hate music!
A big indian and a little indian
First day at school
My name is Barbara
Mary
Jupiter has seven moons
Breaking day
My ship and I
I’m a person too
Childhood
A lucky child

Daniel Peter Silcock– Piano
Bernstein
Bernstein
McGough
Bernstein
Hale/Sterndale Bennett
Bernstein
Benison
Stevenson
Bernstein
Sanders
McNally

Bernstein
Bernstein
Bernstein
Sterndale Bennett
Bernstein
Hahn
Bernstein
Heggie

Rory Green – Baritone
Frederick Waxman–Piano
Love and the rose
A red, red rose
Burns
I attempt from love’s sickness to fly Dryden
Purcell/Britten
Sonnet 54
Shakespeare
Now sleeps the crimson petal
Tennyson
Quilter
The sick rose
Blake
The clock of the years
Hardy
Finzi
With rue my heart is laden
Housman
Butterworth
Music, when soft voices die
Shelley
O waly waly
Anon.
Britten
The rose
Williams
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Sophie Davis– Mezzo-Soprano
The twilight people
The twilight people
Tired
Deserted
The new ghost
The listeners
She moved through the fair
The listeners
The night
The turn of the screw

Benjamin Newlove– Piano

Benjamin Reason– Baritone
Transfiguration in Death
Meeting
At the mid hour of night
Full fathom five
Ay, but to die
Dirge
Ballad of the three spectres
The lads in their hundreds
Journey’s end
Kevin

Jonathan Eyers– Piano

O’Sullivan
Vaughan Williams
Simpson
Shove
de la Mare
Trad.
de la Mare
Belloc
James

Fairburn
Moore
Shakespeare
Shakespeare
Shakespeare
Gurney
Housman
Wolfe
Manhire

Vaughan Williams
Vaughan Williams
Hughes
Warlock

Britten
Tippett
Argento
Butterworth
Bridge

Annabel Kennedy– Mezzo-soprano Ana Manastireanu– Piano
‘Passing youth: a centenary’
High flight (an airman’s ecstasy)
Magee
Earth’s call
Monro
Ireland
Dulce et decorum est
Owen
Sleep
Fletcher
Gurney
Lamplight
Wedderburn Cannan
Come to me in my dreams
Arnold
Bridge
Everyone sang
Sassoon
Conte
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The judges with Sarah Leonard, Courtney Kenny and all the performers

Benjamin Reason, Ana Manastireanu, Annabel Kennedy, Myrna Tennant,
Courtney Kenny
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AESS AGM and Dinner 2019
The AESS AGM and Dinner took place at the Royal Over-Seas League on
Sunday, April 14th The AGM was well attended. Members heard reports from
the chairman, membership secretary and treasurer. The chairman’s speech, the
accounts and Trustees’ Report will be uploaded to the AESS website in due
course under ‘Past Events’. Forty-one people attended the dinner. Rosamund
Shelley and Gavin Roberts presented a vivid, amusing and moving recital on the
subject of war from various standpoints and periods. It was enthusiastically
received by the audience. Hon. President, Michael Chance CBE, was the guest
speaker and addressed his attention to the aspects of expression which might
often be overlooked, namely exhalations which convey mood and are an
emotional, non-verbal precursor to text.
Gavin Roberts and Rosamund Shelley

Michael Chance CBE and Chairman, Sarah Leonard
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AESS Speech Prize Results 2019
On Saturday April 27ththe finals of the Timothy West & Prunella Scales Prize for
Actors took place at the Royal Central School of Speech & Drama.
There were eleven finalists, and the judges, led by Timothy West all agreed that it has
been a competition of the highest standards.
The first prize of £1000 was awarded to Thomas Josling, 21, from The Royal Welsh
College of Music & Drama.
The second prize of £600 was awarded to Thara Schon, 23, from Guildford School of
Acting
The third prize of £400 was awarded to Connor Jones, 23, from The Royal Academy
of Music MT post graduate course.
The judges were Jonathan Courage, Martin Parr and Timothy West.
The judges for the preliminary round were Jonathan Courage and Gay Soper.
The AESS is very grateful to Timothy West & Prunella Scales, and John and Julia
Dewhurst for sponsoring the competition.
Special thanks go to the competition administrator, Stephen Varcoe, for all his hard
work to make
this the most successful actors prize so far.
Thomas Josling, Timothy West, Thara Schon and Connor Jones.
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Timothy West, Martin Parr, Thomas Josling, Thara Schon, Connor Jones and
Jonathan Courage

All the finalists and the judges
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The Patricia Routledge National English Song Competition 2019

The final of this year’s Senior Prize took place at St Marylebone Parish Church and the AESS is
grateful to the Rector and his staff for their help and support. Thanks too to the Director of Musi
Gavin Roberts who is an AESS committee member.

A record number of people attended the final and they greatly enjoyed the five singers and their
pianists who performed twenty minute themed programmes of English art songs, poetry and pros
devising.

Former winner, Barbara O Neill, explained how the judges arrived at their decision and what the
were looking for, particularly an ability to inhabit the material at hand and convey the full emoti
audience.

Dame Patricia commended everyone for the hard work of planning and rehearsing the
programmes. She spoke of the need to be able to work spontaneously with a new and sometimes
difficult acoustic.
Chariman, Sarah Leonard, announced the winners:
First Prize of £2,000
Joint Second Prize of £1,000 each
Pianist’s Prize of £1,000

Milly Forrest
Siân Dicker & Laurence Williams
Cameron Richardson-Eames

Congratulations to them and thanks to everyone who entered the competition for helping the AE
which is ‘to encourage the communication of English words, in singing and speech, with clari
and imagination’.
THE PROGRAMMES
Hayley Swanton- Soprano
Rachel Fright – Piano
While you were away – the women of the Great War
Now the leaves are falling fast
Auden
Britten
Snow
Thomas
Gurney
A memory
Sackville
The isle of lost dreams
Sharpe
Browne
Girl’s song, 1916
Wedderburn
Now sleeps the crimson petal
Tennyson
Quilter
The sisters buried at Lemnos
Brittain
Dreamland
Rossetti
Vaughan Williams
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Laurence Williams – Bass-baritone Cameron Richardson-Eames –
Piano
The night-time
Tom O’Bedlam
Anon.
Sleep
Fletcher
Warlock
Wee Willie Winkie
Miller
Rodney Bennett
Popular mechanics
Simic
The crucifixion
Jones
Barber
A dream of death
Yeats
Moeran
Captain Pugwash and the midnight feast Ryan
A smugglers song
Kipling
Le Flemming
Sonnet 27
Shakespeare
Come sleep
Fletcher
Glanville Hicks
Milly Forrest – Soprano
Loss
Orpheus with his lute
One art
Skin (damsel, wife, witch)
Death poem
The last rose of summer
To his lost lover
Come to me in my dreams
Peter Edge – Baritone
Contemplation in nature
King David
The garden
Now sleeps the crimson petal
Planting trees
Gardner’s speech
Mr Hancock’s letter

George Ireland – Piano
Shakespeare
Bishop
Attridge
Sen’an
Welsh
Armitage
Arnold

Sullivan
Murphy
Britten
Bridge

Rachel Fright – Piano
de la Mare Howells
Marvell
Tennyson Carr
Evelyn
Bussey
Shakespeare
Hancock
Bussey

Siân Dicker – Soprano
Jonathan Jarvis – Piano
Words of women
My heart is like a singing bird
Rosetti
Parry
Pregnant
Strayed
Larsen
Superhero
Damrosch
Larsen
Five days
Pitlar
Larsen
Armida’s garden
Coleridge
Parry
Old ladies’ home
Plath
Through gilded trellises
Sitwell
Walton
There are fairies at the bottom of our garden Fyleman
Lehmann
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Barbara O Neill addresses the performers and audience

The performers, judges and Dame Patricia
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With Dame Patricia from left: Rachel Fright, Hayley Swanton, Peter Edge, Milly
Forrest, Cameron Richardson-Eames, George Ireland, Siân Dicker, Laurence
Williams, Jonathan Jarvis

Our thanks to the judges of both rounds:

Jane Roberson, Patricia Williams, Sarah Leonard

Sally Burgess, Julia Dewhurst, Barbara O Neill, Stephen Gutman, Brian Parsons

Thanks to Lynda Morgan for her practical help

The Co-ordinator is Stephen Miles miles.s.j@btinternet.com
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Masterclass given by Sally Burgess
St Marylebone Parish Church
On Thursday June 27th, the day after the finals of the Patricia Routledge National
Singing competition, four of the entrants were treated to a master class with
international mezzo soprano and AESS member, Sally Burgess.
The four singers were Renee Fajardo, who sang the unaccompanied My Love is
Mine by Jonathan Dove, Haley Swanton, who sang Dreamland by Vaughan
Williams, accompanied by Rachel Fright, Laurence Williams, who sang The
Crucifixion by Samuel Barber, also accompanied by Rachel Fright, and Siȃn
Dicker, who sang Armida’s Garden by Parry, accompanied by Jonathan Jarvis.
Miss Burgess encouraged all of them to use their imaginations more, and really to
engage with and understand the texts of the songs. She asked them to speak their
texts in many different ways to find the true inflections and meaning of the words in
order to really paint shapes with their voices.
There was a small audience of enthusiastic supporters.
The AESS is very grateful to Sally Burgess for giving so much of her time to listen
to the prelims and the finals of the competition, in order to get to know the singers
better.
Sarah Leonard - Chairman of the AESS
Siȃn Dicker and Laurence Williams are put through their paces by Sally Burgess
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UNSUNG HEROES
BAX, MILFORD, MOERAN
Date: October 13th
Venue:
Vaughan Williams Auditorium
James Allen’s Girls’ School. East Dulwich Grove. SE22 8TE
.
11 am -1 pm Masterclass for young singers.
AESS members may nominate pupils aged 16-18 years to take part in an English
Song Masterclass given by Stephen Varcoe. Any English Art Song may be offered.
Six or seven singers will be chosen to create a varied programme.
2 pm 'About the composers'.
Our 'Unsung Heroes' will be Bax, Milford and E.J.Moeran. If any members have
particular knowledge or memorabilia we will be glad to include it in the after-lunch
talk,
3 pm Afternoon Concert.
Song.
Any member may offer to perform, or nominate experienced pupils to do so. Please
suggest up to three songs by the featured composers, from which a balanced
programme will be chosen. Member accompanists are welcome either as a regular
partner or to be paired with participating singers for this occasion.
Speech.
It may be possible to include complementary prose and poetry readings, for example
by Clifford Bax and Dermot O Byrne.
If you wish to participate, do not wait to be asked. Please contact Patricia Williams
at williams.typnigerror@tiscali.co.uk to express your interest.
Drinks will be available but please bring a packed lunch if attending the whole day.
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The Catherine Lambert Junior Recital Prize 2019
The final will be held on Sunday November 17th at St Paul’s Girls’ School,
Hammersmith, London at 2.00pm
The preliminary round will take place on Sunday, November 3rd at
Taggs Yard, London and in Burton on Trent
The deadline for entries is Friday, October 25th
Entrants are encouraged to explore the vast wealth of material from five hundred
years of song writing, prose and poetry, of writers and composers world-wide who
employ the English language. All songs must use the original English. English
translations of original foreign words are not acceptable. Ideas can be found in the
AESS Century of English Song – Volumes 1-10, details of which can be found at
www.aofess.org
The Catherine Lambert Junior Recital Prize 2019
Prospectus
Purpose:
The purpose of the AESS Junior Recital Competition, in accordance with the general
aims of the AESS, is “to encourage the communication of English words, in singing
and in speech, with clarity, understanding and imagination”.
Requirement:
Competitors are asked to present and sing a themed recital of classical ‘Art Songs’
with original English texts. (N.B ‘Art Songs does NOT include opera, oratorio,
operetta or musicals). The integrated programme may include spoken links
and must contain at least one piece of poetry or prose. The programme should not
exceed 15 minutes in total. Candidates should provide their own accompanist.
The entire programme must be delivered from memory in both rounds.
The judges will give equal attention to the spoken and sung elements of the
programme.
Eligibility:
The competition is open to young singers resident in the UK and Ireland. Junior
Conservatoires and specialist Music Schools may nominate candidates. The
competition is also open to students who are pupils of members of the Association
and schools where there is a link with the Association.
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Age Limit:
The prize is open to young singers who are aged 13 to 18 on or before the date of the
final, Sunday 17th November 2019.
Prizes:
First Prize – £300 sponsored by Catherine Lambert
Second Prize – £200 sponsored by Catherine Lambert
Third Prize – £100 sponsored by Coral Gould
Marian Lines prize of £200 for the best spoken element
Selected prize winners will be offered the opportunity to perform in the AESS’s Prize
Winners Concert on Thursday, November 21st at 7.00pm as part of 2019 The London
Song Festival. The venue is Hinde St Methodist Church
The Competition:
The competition will be in two stages.
Stage One:
There will be a preliminary round on Sunday, 3rd November in London (Taggs
Yard, Barnes) and at a studio in Burton on Trent, Midlands. Judges will be drawn
from members of the Association, who have not themselves submitted candidates.
They will select a maximum of eight competitors for the final.
Stage Two:
The final will be held on Sunday, 17th November at St Paul’s Grils’ School,
Hammersmith, London from 2.00pm until 4.00pm. The winner of the competition
will be offered a masterclass for their school or college from an AESS member in
addition to the prize.
Entry:
A nominal, non-refundable, entry fee of £15.00 is charged to cover administrative
expenses. Entries must be made on the official forms provided and must be received
no later than Friday, October 25th.
Entry Form can be found at : https://www.aofess.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/AESS-Catherine-Lambert-Junior-Recital-Prize-ApplicationForm-2019.pdf
Previous Prize Winners:
2002 – Elena Anastopoulos
2003 – Kirsten Barker
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2004 – Soraya Mafi
2005 – NO COMPETITION
2006 – Alex Knox
2007 – Harriet Eyley
2008 – Mary Galloway
2009 – Thomas Payne
2010 – Rosanna Cooper
2011 – Elizabeth Thomas
2012 – Julius Haswell
2013 – Clare Sutherland
2014 – Georgia Odette
2015 – Ella Rainbird-Earley
2016 – Ellen Pearson
2017 – Ailsa McTernan
2018 – Matilda Wale
Previous winners of this competition are not eligible to enter a second time.
Feedback from the judges will be given to all entrants as soon as is practicable for
both rounds.
Enquiries:
The administrator for the Competition is Carolyn Richards, 29 Petersfield,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 4EP Tel. 07768 086 123. E-mail. CarolynWestrip@aol.com
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London Song Festival 2019

The programme for this year’s festival has been announced and the AESS is
grateful once again to the founder, Nigel Foster, for including an AESS PrizeWinners' Concert.

The 2019 London Song Festival – Outsiders

The 2019 London Song Festival will be on the theme of Outsiders.Nine
concerts, taking place between October 17th and December 5th, will
explore the songs, poetry and lives of composers, poets and events all of
which can be considered as being or involving outsiders in their different
ways. Concerts are devoted to Hector Berlioz, Clara Schumann and Walt
Whitman, and to women composers including Rebecca Clarke, Betty Roe,
Amy Woodforde-Finden and Elaine Hugh-Jones. We explore the lives and
songs of composers who escaped Nazi Germany to forge new lives in the
UK, and composers who emigrated to Australia to create the vibrant
musical scene that exists there. Special concerts commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, and explore the challenges faced by
people with autism and related conditions. The singers include Nadine
Benjamin, Julien van Mellaerts, Simon Wallfisch, Lorena Paz Nieto. The
London Song Festival is proud to collaborate with Art-Sung, Celebrating
Australian Music, the British Music Society, the Schubert Society of Great
Britain, and the Association of English Singers and Speakers.
All the concerts take place in the heart of London’s West End, at Hinde
Street Methodist Church and St George's Hanover Square.
Tickets will cost £20 and £15 concessions and will include a free interval
drink (non-alcoholic).
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Thursday November 21st at 7.00pm
Association of English Singers and Speakers Prize-Winners’ Concert
Hinde Street Methodist Church, London W1
The winning singers, speakers and pianists from the five AESS competitions: The
Patricia Routledge National English Song Competition, The Courtney Kenny
Award, Composers' Competition, The Catherine Lambert Junior Recital Prize
and Timothy West & Prunella Scales Speech Prize for Actors, combine in a
programme on the subject of Outsiders and Emigrés.
The Thompson Educational Trust will fund a competition for composers, with
the winning songs being performed at this concert.
AESS members will be able to purchase tickets at the concessionary rate, both
online and at the door.
Please bring your membership card to purchase tickets at the door.

Full details of the festival and booking can be found
at https://www.londonsongfestival.org

Please send all notices of concerts and other events to Stephen Miles at
miles.s.j@btinternet.com
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