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Summer Newsletter 2018
Best wishes from all at the AESS for the
new academic year
A Note from the Chair
I hope you have all had an excellent summer and are enjoying the rain now!
Since the Winter Newsletter, I am pleased to say that many of our plans came to
fruition.
We had a very successful Courtney Kenny Prize which took place at Sevenoaks School
in March and our second Actors Prize in April, again sponsored by Timothy West and
Prunella Scales, with very generous additional prizes sponsored by John and Julia
Dewhurst.
The Patricia Routledge Senior Competition had a record number of entrants, which
tested our wonderful preliminary round judges, Jane Highfield and Jonathan Courage,
and resulted in an exceptional final. There are full details and pictures below.
I am very grateful to all our sponsors and judges for their generous support.
Our annual AGM and dinner was held on April 15th at the Royal Overseas League
with guest speaker Patricia Routledge. She was on amazing form telling hilarious
stories from her long career and encouraging us all to be mentors for future
generations.
On April 25th I went up to Chetham’s School in Manchester for the day and gave all
the year 12 singers a master class, and a talk about entering the music profession. This
was part of the prize for the winner, Ailsa McTernan. This means that the Junior Prize
this coming November 17th will be held at Chetham’s School. I do hope that we have a
good number of entrants, possibly more from the northern end of the country.
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Not everything runs smoothly at the AESS, and we decided to cancel the Musical
Theatre Prize due to be held on Sunday 13th May due to a lack of response. We will
have a good think about this prize at our next committee meeting. Maybe MT students
are too busy in May with productions and showcases.
I started the Composers Prize in July and am pleased to say that, so far, we have had
ten composers expressing an interest in writing a song to one of the six set poems on a
theme of war. The songs have to be with us by late September, and we will have
chosen our winning song by early October. It will be performed at our Prize-winners
concert on Saturday 3rd November. I am delighted that we will be helping to ensure a
stream of new songs for voice and piano in English.
We are very grateful to the Thompson Education Trust for sponsoring this prize.
I am delighted that we are able to present our second Prize-winners Concert, in
association with the London Song Festival, at Hinde Street Church on Saturday
November 3rd at 2pm. We thank Nigel Foster very much for this opportunity. Please
do come along and support our prize-winners at the start of their careers.
We have a vacancy on the committee and full details are on the bottom of this
newsletter. Please do consider getting more involved in the AESS and helping us
collectively to run the charity, perhaps bringing with you some new ideas.
Many thanks to you all for your continued support of the AESS.
Sarah Leonard
Chairman

The AESS Courtney Kenny Award Final Result 2018
The final took place on Sunday, March 11th at Sevenoaks School.
The recital room of Sevenoaks School’s new Performing Arts Centre was a fine
venue and there was an appreciative audience of supporters and friends. The
AESS is grateful to the head teacher and staff for making the Recital Room
available for the competition.
The judges were Richard Suart, Jean Hornbuckle and Clive Pollard. Our thanks to
them.It was extremely difficult to choose between all the performances, as the standard
was uniformly high. Chairman, Sarah Leonard, remarked that the standard of the
spoken element had never been higher.
The prizes were awarded in the following order:
1st Prize of £1,000
2nd Prize of £500
3rd Prize of £500
Accompanists' Prize of £500

Lila Chrisp
Annabel Kennedy
Ellen Mawhinney
George Needham

The judges particularly enjoyed Lila Chrisp's communication skills and the seamless
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nature of her programme in which she was wonderfully supported by George
Needham.
Courtney Kenny was present to award the prizes and told everyone how much he had
enjoyed the afternoon.
The AESS is grateful to Mr Kenny for his generosity in sponsoring this competition.
The AESS is also grateful to the preliminary round judges: Jean Hornbuckle and Judith
Hildesley.
The Co-ordinator is Anthony Dawson
Courtney Kenny with the prize winners
From left: George Needham, Lila Chrisp, Annabel Kennedy, Ellen Mawhinney

Courtney Kenny with the judges and all the performers
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Lila Chrisp
Lila graduated in 2017 with a First Class Honours degree in Music from Merton
College, Oxford, and continues to study singing with Sally Burgess. While at Oxford,
Lila took lead roles in several university opera productions, including Nancy, Albert
Herring; Dido, Dido & Aeneas; Dorabella, Cosi fan Tutte; Annio, La Clemenza di Tito;
Ottavia, L’incoronazione di Poppea; and Martha in the première of Marco Galvani’s
chamber opera Rothschild’s Violin. In concert, Lila has performed as a soloist in
Handel's Messiah with OU Chorus, sang the alto solo in Mahler’s Symphony No. 2
with the Oxford University Philharmonia at the Sheldonian Theatre, and performed
Elgar's Sea Pictures with Consortium Novum. Lila has given numerous solo recitals in
Oxford and Rugby, and has performed in masterclasses with Jane Glover, Norbert
Meyn, Joseph Middleton, Ian Partridge, and Graham Vick. She is also a keen choral
singer, and has sung with Merton College Choir, Schola Cantorum of Oxford, The
Oxford Bach Soloists, and Sansara Chamber Choir.
George Needham
George holds choral and academic scholarships at St Peter’s College, Oxford, where he
is reading Music, and studies piano with Sam Armstrong in London. In September he
will begin postgraduate study with Helen Krizos at the Royal Northern College of
Music, where he holds an entrance scholarship. He is an active recitalist, chamber
musician and accompanist, maintaining a busy schedule of performances in Oxford.
His London concerto debut was in 2015 with Saint-Saëns’ Piano Concerto No 2, and
more recently he has performed Beethoven’s third concerto in Oxford. In December he
sat the LRSM examination, and passed with distinction.

The Timothy West & Prunella Scales Speech Prize for Actors
2018 Final took place at The Royal Central School of Speech
and Drama on Saturday April 14th
Ten young actors performed themed programmes of their own devising, lasting no
more than seven minutes. Several acting schools from around the country were
represented. Prior to the announcement of the prize winners, Timothy West talked
about the need for actors to speak to the end of phrases whilst giving time for
themselves and the audience to digest the meaning and intent of the text
without rushing and risking losing words and meaning. He also felt that the quality of
the vocal sound was more important than loudness and helped achieve clarity of
expression.Mr West was joined by Eileen Battye and Jonathan Courage on the judging
panel and they awarded the prizes in the following order:
1st Prize

Ed Piercy

£1,000

Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama

2nd Prize

Dominic Short

£500

Guildford School of Acting

3rd Prize

Sophie Hammer £250

E15

Other entrants also represented Drama Studio London and Liverpool Institute for
Performing Arts
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John & Julia Dewhurst sponsor the second and third prizes and the AESS is grateful to
the generosity of all the sponsors of this worthwhile competition.
The AESS is grateful to the principal and staff of the Royal Central School of Speech
& Drama for hosting the event. Thanks also to the judges.
The co-ordinator is Stephen Varcoe,
The judges, Stephen Varcoe, John & Julia Dewhurst

The entrants, judges and Sarah Leonard

From left: Eileen Battye, Sophie Hammer, Ed Pierce, Timothy West, Dominic Short,
Jonathan Courage
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The Prize Winners with Timothy West & Prunella Scales

Facing the Music - A Life in Musical Theatre
Patricia Routledge in Conversation with Edward Seckerson
Auden Theatre, Gresham’s School, Holt, Norfolk, August 4th 2018
A capacity audience, during the height of the summer heat wave, enjoyed three hours
in the company of AESS Honorary President, Dame Patricia Routledge in
conversation with musicologist and musical theatre specialist, Edward Seckerson.
It is still one of the best-kept secrets in show business that Patricia Routledge trained
not only as an actress but also as a singer and had considerable experience and success
in musical theatre, both in this country and in the United States of America.
Dame Patricia talked about her early life and aspirations, training at the Bristol Old
Vic and her early work at the Liverpool Playhouse, as well as her study with Walter
Gruner who taught at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama. Rare and treasured
recordings had been unearthed by Mr Seckerson of Dame Patricia’s performances,
including Darling of the Day, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Cowardy Custard. There
was also a performance from a studio recording of Kiss Me Kate and a moving
rendition of Climb Every Mountain from The Sound of Music. Dame Patricia won a
Tony award on Broadway and a Laurence Olivier Award for her performance as the
Old Woman in Candide.
The audience learned that Richard Rodgers attended a Saturday matinee of one of her
shows and sent Dame Patricia a note asking her to meet him, as he wanted to write a
show for her talents. On his own after Oscar Hammerstein’s death, Rodgers never
found her the right vehicle to inspire. It was a case of what might have been.
This absorbing afternoon was greeted with an ovation befitting a grand
dame of the theatre, television and film.
Forthcoming dates for Facing the Music:
Tuesday 18th September 2018
2.00pm

Minerva Theatre
Chichester Festival Theatre
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Sunday 21st October
2.30pm

The Regal
Tenbury Wells

Thursday 25th October 2018
7.30pm

South Hill Park Arts Centre
Bracknell

Stephen Miles

The AGM and Dinner took place at the Royal Over-Seas League
on Sunday, April 15th.
After the AGM, entertainment was provided by Sarah Leonard, Nicola Harrison and
Patricia Williams in a programme entitled From Dawn Till Dusk. The encore of The
Owl & the Pussycat was written by Michael Pilkington for Patricia Routledge to sing
in a production of Goldilocks and the Three Bears in 1955! Chairman, Sarah Leonard,
introduced Honorary President, Dame Patricia as the guest speaker.
Dame Patricia's theme was of mentors who had influenced her life and guided her. She
talked about how we all had such mentors in our lives and that we, no doubt, were
mentoring the next generation. Once again, the annual dinner was a chance to meet up
with old friends and colleagues and to make new acquaintances.
Some happy diners...
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Dame Patricia Routledge with Catherine Lambert.
Catherine will celebrate her 100th birthday on November 25th.

For information on Catherine and her long association with the AESS, visit: Catherine
Lambert - a story in photographs (by permission of Catherine Lambert, Norbert Meyn
and Janis Kelly) and The Founding of the AESS by Catherine Lambert. Both can be
found on the AESS website.
Our thanks to Anthony Dawson who organised the evening

The AESS Senior Prize
The Patricia Routledge National English Song Competition 2018
took place at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music & Dance in the Peacock Room on
June 27th
A record number of entrants was heard in a preliminary round and six singers and their
pianists were put through to the final.
The requirements of the competition are that entrants perform from memory an
integrated themed recital not exceeding twenty minutes, using art songs, prose, poetry,
and also their own words, all using original English texts.
Susan Bullock CBE, and the first winner of the Senior Prize, spoke on behalf of the
judges about what they were looking for in making the awards.
She talked about the need for clarity and honesty of expression, the use of colours in
the voice and the marrying of them with spoken text and song, so that it was almost
impossible to differentiate between which was which.
Dame Patricia Routledge also spoke of her admiration for the artistry of such
promising young performers and urged them to continue their journey with the English
language.
The awards were made in the following order:
1st Prize of £2,000 - Dan D’Souza (RCM)
2nd Prize of £1,000 - Emily Gray (Trinity Laban Alumna)
3rd Prize of £1,000 - Meilir Jones (RAM)
Pianist’s Prize of £1,000 - Nicole Johnson (Trinity Laban)
The AESS wishes to thank the Director and staff of Trinity Laban Conservatoire of
Music & Dance for the loaning of their facilities.
8

Thank are also due to the judges who gave their services
Judging Panel:
Susan Bullock CBE, Julia Dewhurst,
Jonathan Courage, Nigel Foster
Judges for the Preliminary Round:
Jane Highfield, Jonathan Courage
The Finalists with Judges, Chairman - Sarah Leonard and Dame Patricia Routledge

From Left: Julia Dewhurst, Dan D'Souza, Emily Gray, Nicole Johnson, Susan Bullock,
Dame Patricia Routledge, Meilir Jones, Jonathan Courage, Nigel Foster
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The Catherine Lambert Junior Recital Prize 2018
The final will be held on Saturday November 17th at Chetham's
School of Music, Manchester in the Carol Nash Hall at 2.00pm
The preliminary round will take place on Sunday, November 4th at Taggs Yard,
London / Burton on Trent / Chetham's School of Music, Manchester*
*2.00pm until 4.00pm in Manchester
The deadline for entries is Saturday, October 27th
Entrants are encouraged to explore the vast wealth of material from five hundred years
of song writing, prose and poetry, of writers and composers world-wide who employ
the English language. Ideas can be found in the AESS Century of English Song Volumes 1-10, details of which can be found at www.aofess.org

The Association of English Singers and Speakers
Song Writing Competition for Composers 2018,
sponsored by the Thompson Educational Trust
Visit: AESS Composers Song Writing Competition 2018
The AESS is reinstating the composers prize and invites British composers up to the
age of 30 to compose a new English Song.
Texts must be chosen from a list of nominated poems.
The theme this year is War Poetry as part the commemoration of the centenary of the
Armistice which ended the First World War.
Songs can be for low or high voice and piano.
Please register your interest and obtain the poems by emailing the Chairman, Sarah
Leonard at sarahleonard1@me.com or download from the AESS
website www.aofess.org.uk competition section. The poems will be published on the
website in due course.
Deadline for completed song accompanied by an application form is September 28th
2018.
Results will be announced beginning of October 2018.
1st Prize £500
2nd Prize £300
3rd Prize £200
The winning song will be performed at the Prize Winners concert on November
3rd 2018 in London.
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Judging Panel
Professor Robert Saxton
Sarah Leonard
Stephen Gutman
Nigel Foster
Send completed application form and composition to sarahleonard1@me.com
or post to: Sarah Leonard
11 Kings Hall Road
Beckenham
Kent BR3 1LT
Rules of the AESS English Song Composers Competition
Composers must be British.
Upper age limit 30 on Septemebr 28th 2018
Song must be for voice and piano.
Song must last no longer than 6 minutes.
Texts used must be chosen from a selection to be published on the AESS website or
obtained from sarahleonard1@me.com
Please register your interest by emailing sarahleonard1@me.com
Closing date for submitting songs September 28th 2018
Winning songs announced at the beginning of October 2018
Prizes
1stprize £500
2nd Prize £300
3rdPrize £200
Completed songs should be sent in a PDF file format with an application form to
sarahleonard1@me.com or posted to Sarah Leonard at the address below.
Winning song will be performed at the Prize-winners concert on November 3rd 2018.
Download an application form here: Song Comp Application
Competition administrator: Sarah Leonard
11 Kings Hall Road,
Beckenham, BR3 1LT
email: sarahleonard1@me.com

Committee Member Vacancy
We have a vacancy on our committee.
We are looking for someone with a little time to devote to running the annual
Courtney Kenny Prize and possibly help with the administration of the annual dinner.
Could you be that person?
Committee meetings are held in January and September with the AGM in April. We
always welcome fresh ideas to help us promote clear English in Speech and Song.
If you are interested in playing a bigger part in the running of the AESS please contact
our Chairman, Sarah Leonard on sarahleonard1@me.com
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London Song Festival 2018
Visit: https://www.londonsongfestival.org
Association of English Singers and Speakers Prize Winners Concert
Saturday 3rd Nov 2018, 14:00
A special concert featuring the winners of the five competitions run by
the Association of English Singers and Speakers, including the Patricia
Routledge National English Song Competition, the Fell Music Theatre
Prize and the Timothy West and Prunella Scales Speech Prize.
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